SAMBI Planning Region Pilot for Landscape Conservation Design Project
The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) selected and funded an Atlantic Coast Joint Venture project on Landscape Conservation Design for a Multistate Conservation Grant in September 2007.  The three-year project, “Designing Sustainable

Landscapes for Bird Populations in the Eastern United States”, was developed by North Carolina State University, Auburn University and Atlantic Coast Joint Venture staff and partners. This project will provide a framework and methodology for the Atlantic

Coast Joint Venture to conduct integrated conservation design at large spatial scales, and would apply to seven bird conservation regions (BCRs), three existing joint ventures (Atlantic Coast, East Gulf Coastal Plain, and Appalachian Mountains) and 22 states, with eventual application nationwide. Complete implementation of this approach would be piloted in the South Atlantic Migratory Bird Initiative (SAMBI) region.  Specifically, this project would develop and implement a framework and tools to direct habitat conservation efforts on a diverse landscape for priority habitats and associated species.  Already significant progress has been made through developing initial species-habitat models and land cover change modeling.  Partner workshops have been conducted for all 5 SAMBI states with partners providing valuable information on species selection and habitat characteristics to be used modeling this complex landscape.  Once completed, this project will enhance the capacity of partners to deliver coordinated habitat conservation over a complex landscape (both spatially and temporally) to sustain bird populations in the eastern United States.
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